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Restoring to what?





Click to edit Master text styles
Second level

 Third level
 Fourth level
 Fifth level

Urban Drainage and flood control district
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Experimenting
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Design, Construction, and
maintenance Program
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Taking Risk

Challenge
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Time

Challenge
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Knowledge
(lack of)

Challenge
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How to 
get there?
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SOUTH PLATTE PARK 
South Platte Ecological Restoration 

Project

June 12, 2013



South Platte Park Project Location
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Historic Condition - 1937 to 2010



Challenges
Reduced Flows

Loss of Sinuosity
Sediment Load Eliminated

Insufficient Depth @ Low Flow
Disconnected Riparian Habitat 

and Historic Floodplain

No Longer 
Functioning as a 
Natural System



 Mitigate impacts of channelization and flow reductions to create natural balance 
with current conditions.

 Enhance natural ecological function of aquatic and riparian environment.

 Establish river corridor, natural in appearance and function given limitations of 
flow releases from the dam and effects of historic land use.

 Improve low flow aquatic habitat through channel reshaping and construction of 
more natural riffle / pool / glide sequences.

 Stabilize and protect eroding banks.

 Develop and restore riparian habitat through construction of riparian terraces and 
plantings.

 Preserve existing quality habitat and ecosystems.



Solution
Re-establish Low Flow Sinuosity and Riffle-Pool Sequence



Conceptual 
Design (30%) 
2012

Phase I 
Construction 
Project 
2013
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River Terrace
Construction



Riffle, Pool and  
Glide 

Construction



Riffle 
Construction, and 

Bank Protection



Bank Restoration 
& Protection,
River Terrace 
Construction



Imagine 
what we 
can do 
together
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Comments
Questions

Thank you!


	Restoring to what?
	Slide 2
	Urban Drainage and flood control district
	Experimenting
	Design, Construction, and maintenance Program
	Design, Construction, and maintenance Program
	Design, Construction, and maintenance Program
	Design, Construction, and maintenance Program
	Challenge
	Challenge
	Challenge
	How to get there?
	Slide 13
	South Platte Park Project Location
	Historic Condition - 1937 to 2010
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Thank you!

